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Visual: Dissertations database links page

Narration: If you already have the name of an instrument you want to locate, you can search for
dissertations that use the instrument. The full text of the instrument may be included in an appendix.
For this search you will want to search all available dissertations.

Visual: ProQuest Dissertations search page

Narration: Search for the instrument title. For example, | am searching for the “coping inventory for
stressful situations.” Place the entire name of the inventory inside quotation marks so the database will
search for it as a phrase.

Visual: Database results page
Narration: Once you have located dissertations that have mentioned the instrument, you can see if any
include a copy of the instrument.

Visual: Dissertation example Table of Contents

Narration: If the full instrument is included in the dissertation, it will be one of the appendices. The
appendices are included at the very end of the dissertation. The Table of Contents should indicate if the
instrument is included.

Visual: Dissertation appendix

Narration: Scroll through the dissertation to locate the appendix you need. Although authors are
encouraged to include the instruments used in the dissertation, not all authors are able to do so. Some
may be missing entirely or only partially available, due to copyright restrictions. If you locate an
instrument you want to use for your own research, you will still have to pursue approval from the
copyright-holder of the instrument. Inclusion in a dissertation does not mean that the author has given
blanket approval. Regardless, looking at the full text of an instrument can help you determine if it’s the
right one for your research.
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